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From the
Superintendent’s Desk

Welcome to the FPS 2024-25 school year. This year will hold many changes as we
celebrate the last year for Friend Public School and move toward the dawn of
consolidation with Exeter-Milligan. Our goal this year is to take time in the first semester
to acknowledge and remember the history of Friend Public School and in the second
semester prepare for the big changes ahead.

It is hard to believe that this will be my fourth year at FPS. This district and town
continue to be a wonderful place to work and live. As with many of my beginning of the
school year newsletters, I will inform you about changes to the school and work that has
been done over the summer. These changes continue to be for the betterment of the
district and to benefit our students.

One of the main changes this summer is a new HVAC system in the elementary. The
old boiler system was beginning to have major problems. A new system is currently
being installed. This will help with temperature control as well as benefit students with
air circulation. Other major changes involve preparation for consolidation. The old gym
floor has been redone and we are slowly moving to more black and silver around the
building. There are new wall pads in both gyms as well new shot clocks installed to
prepare for the basketball season.

Our custodial crew has done an outstanding job working around these projects and
have been a joy to work with. They have also put in time with lawn and landscaping
maintenance, and their willingness to do a diverse number of tasks makes me very
proud of the work they accomplished.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the school or
stop by to visit. We are looking forward to seeing all of our students back in the building
on August 13th. Enjoy the rest of the summer!

Derek Anderson
derek.anderson@friendschool.org



Every New Beginning Comes
From Some Other Beginning’s End…

Hello, Parents and Students,

The summer season is coming to a close, and it is time to start the school year up, again! I hope you have had a
wonderful summer break with your family and friends, and you are ready for a fun year of learning. We are so
excited to see you on the first day of school; it is one of the most exciting days of the school year! Every day
our goal is to come to school with a positive attitude and the flexibility to be a great classmate and friend, do
what’s best for our school and town and give 100 percent! Our school-wide theme this year is: “Every New
Beginning Comes From Some Other Beginning’s End.” This is to honor and enjoy all of the years of being
Friend Bulldogs and look forward to the new Exeter-Milligan-Friend Bobcat era, which begins in August of
2025. What an exciting time to be a part of our school district!

Our maintenance staff (Jay, Colleen, Deb, Kevin, Cortney and Jon) have worked extremely hard once again
this summer (especially while having to work around the new HVAC construction and summer projects) to
make our school such a beautiful, clean and welcoming place to learn. Everybody always comments how great
our facilities look, and I couldn't agree more.

Thank you to our office staff who continue to work when everybody else leaves for the summer to make our
school run successfully. Kim Hulse, Stacy Kirchhoff and Michele Johnson-Clouse go above and beyond for
our students and staff and really put in the extra hours to prepare for every school year! Miss Elsberry, Mrs.
Bartels, Mrs. Arp and Mrs. Brahmstedt, thank you for taking the time to run our Reading and Math Club this
summer. The kids really enjoyed working with you!

Our teachers have been working hard during their summer break to get their classrooms and curriculum
prepared for an amazing school year! They have attended summer classes, professional development, ran
sports camps/weights and put in the extra effort for our students. We are excited to continue to watch the
students grow from year to year!

Thank you to our fantastic community members in Friend for always supporting our students at their events or
our school-wide events in a positive manner, and for being welcoming to our new staff members and families
to Friend. I speak for everyone at Friend Public School when I say, thank you! Your support is felt and
appreciated!

I feel very fortunate and blessed to be a part of this amazing team, community and school district. Education
and kids are my passion, and there is not a better place than Friend to put my passion into full force than
Friend Public School! I love recruiting new staff members and families to work and live in Friend; it is such an
awesome town and school! I am excited to be starting my 17th year in education, and I have loved every minute
of it. As an FHS alumni, I am honored to celebrate the ending of an era with our Friend Public School district
and the excitement of our future as Exeter-Milligan-Friend Bobcats.

I believe that with a positive attitude, hard work and a great sense of humor you can accomplish so many
things! The best part of the full coop that began in August 2023 is the new relationships that have formed
between our students and community members, and those relationships will continue to flourish as we start the
school year up again!

Here’s to a great school year in 2024-2025! Liz Stutzman- PreK-12th Grade Principal



See you soon!

August 8th

5:00-6:00 PM Open House Night

For Elementary (Preschool-6th Grade) students and families. This is an Open
House- please come and see your classroom, meet your teacher and bring
all of your school supplies. The teachers will also hand out very
important packets with ALL of the information you’ll need to know for the
upcoming school year in their classroom. On this important night, you will
also sign up for classroom parties and parent teacher conferences.

August 12th

5:00-6:00 PM 7th Grade Orientation

All students entering 7th grade- with parents/guardians.
Please meet in the library. We will talk about the ins and outs of 7th

grade, meet your teachers and take a tour.

7:00 PM 9th-12th Grade Parents Sports Meeting
Information for the school year followed by a

Booster Meeting in the new gym.

Please Welcome our New Staff for the 2024-2025 School Year

Jerratt Bradley- 5th Grade

Abby Lantis and Kara Myers- Speech

Lane Deines- School Psychologist

Welcome!! We are excited to have you join our awesome team at Friend Public School.



Stutzman’s Side Notes
“Every New Beginning Comes From Some Other Beginning’s End”

Elementary Reminders:

* Please have your immunizations and physicals complete and turned into the office so you are able to

start school. This is a state law.

* Any forms handed to you on the first day of school (handbook, internet safety, etc.) will need to be

returned by Friday, August 16th.

* For Kindergarten-6th Grade, school runs from 8:00-3:25.

Jr. High and High School Reminders:

* Please have your immunizations and physicals complete and turned into the office so you are able to

start class and participate in activities. This is a state law.

* Only water bottles with water are acceptable in school.

* The school dress code needs to be followed at school and all activities.

* Drop and Adds for classes need to be done between August 5-20th. You’ll need to fill out a form and

have signatures from a parent, administrator and teacher to complete the process.

* Students, please park in the north lot by the Catholic Church.

* Please walk the “catwalk” or sit in the old gym before the 8:00 bell, unless you are eating breakfast.

* Any forms handed to you on the first day of school (handbook, internet safety, etc.) will need to be

returned by Friday, August 16th.

* If you would like to participate in Softball, Volleyball, Cross Country, Girls Golf or Football, practices

start on August 12th. You will also get forms from your coaches that will need to be handed in prior to

you being able to start practice. If you do not have these things completed, you will sit and watch the

other students participate per NSAA rules.

* Cell phones need to be placed in the cell phone charts/turned into a designated classroom spot during

class time.

* School will run from 8:05-3:29. Please be on time to school and class.

*** If a student is missing school due to a medical appointment, the parents/guardians need to provide

a doctor’s note to the school for the absence to be counted as “excused.” If the school does not receive a

doctor’s note within 1 day of the appointment, the absence will be counted as “unexcused.”

This is for all of our students PreK-12th Grade.



COUNSELOR”S CORNER



AUGUST Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2

SUBJECT TO
CHANGE WITHOUT

NOTICE
DUE TO

AVAILABILITY OF
CERTAIN PRODUCTS

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

Donuts
Chicken Nuggets

French Fries
Bread/Butter

Fruit & Veggie Bar

Scrambled Eggs
Hamburger/Bun

Corn
Chips

Fruit & Veggie Bar

French Toast
Walking Taco

Toppings
Shredded Cheese

Bread/Butter
Fruit & Veggie Bar

Breakfast Pizza
Stuffed Crust

Pepperoni Pizza
Pudding

Fruit & Veggie Bar

19 20 21 22 23

Breakfast Bar
Meaty Nachos

Toppings
Shredded Cheese

Bread/Butter
Fruit & Veggie Bar

Pancake
Hot Dog/Bun

Chili
Shredded Cheese
Fruit & Veggie Bar

Breakfast Bites
Mandarin Orange

Chicken
Rice

Bread/Butter
Fruit & Veggie Bar

Egg, Cheese Omelet
Biscuits & Gravy

Tator Tots
Juice

Fruit & Veggie Bar

Apple Breakfast BItes
Subs
Chips
Cookie

Fruit & Veggie Bar

26 27 28 29 30

Egg Patty
Chicken Strips

Mashed Potatoes
Gravy

Bread/Butter
Fruit & Veggie Bar

Biscuits & Gravy
Mini Corn Dogs
Potato Smiles

Fruit & Veggie Bar

Breakfast Pizza
Bacon, Egg, Cheese

Spaghetti
Shredded Cheese

Breadsticks
Fruit & Veggie Bar

French Toast
Hamburger/Bun
Baked Beans

Fruit & Veggie Bar

Chocolate Chip
Muffin
Fiestada

Refried Beans
Churro

Fruit & Veggie Bar

Friend Public School is an equal opportunity provider



August Activity Calendar 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

For updated information,
please go to

https://friendbulldogs.soc
s.net/

vcalendar/

Band Camp
5p-8p (7-12)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Pre-6 Back to
School Night
5:00-6:00

Teacher Work
Day
EMF FFA Island
Oasis Kick Off
3:45-9:45
Fall All Coach
Meeting TBA

EMF Booster
Club Golf
Tournament
9:00

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Start of Fall
Practice
Teacher Work
Day
7th Grade Orien.
5:00-6:00
EMF Fall Sports
Meeting
(Friend) 7:00
EMF Booster
Meeting
-following
sports meeting

2:00 OUT
First day of
school
BOE-Media
Center 7:30

SB Jamboree @
Lincoln 5:00

2:00 OUT

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

School Picture
Day
Teacher
Appreciation
Dinner 6:00

5th Grade Band
Instrument
Rental 6:00-7:00

FCA Lunch
Meeting Mr.
Hitchcock

SB Triangle @
Cairo 4:00
VB Sports Drink
Scrimmage
(Friend) 5:30
GG @ Central
City 10:00

2:00 OUT
FB Sports Drink
Scrimmage
(Friend) 7:00

SB Triangle
(Geneva) 10:00

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

VB Jamboree @
Superior 5/6/7
SB @ Aurora
5:00/6:30
GG Triangle
(FCC) 4:00

SB vs. Fairbury
(Geneva)
5:00/6:30

Marching Band
& Dance @ NE
State Fair 11:15
VB Triangle @
Pawnee City
5:00
XC @ McCool
(Camp Kateri)
7:00

2:00 OUT
FB @
Clarkson-Leigh
(Leigh) 7:00
Pioneer
Conference
Leadership
Summit @ Peru
FFA State Fair

SB FC Quad
(Geneva) 10:00
FFA State Fair

https://friendbulldogs.socs.net/
https://friendbulldogs.socs.net/


Upcoming Dates:
August 8

th
: Open House Night for Elementary (Preschool-6

th
Grade)

Students and Families. 5:00-6:00. We cannot wait to see all of

you!

August 12
th
: 7

th
Grade Orientation for incoming 7

th
graders and

their parents/guardians. 5:00-6:00 in the library.

August 12
th
: 9

th
-12

th
grade sports parents/coaches and booster

meeting at 7:00 in the new gym.

August 13
th
: First day of School (ALL students Preschool-12

th

Grade)= 8:05-2:00. You can enter at 7:45 if you are having

breakfast. If you are NOT eating breakfast, elementary students

need to be on the recess playground, and secondary students need

to be in the old gym. Please DO NOT come to school before 7:45

AM. Parents of elementary students, the best place to drop off

your kids is the Kindergarten ramp doors. The buses drop off on

the west side of the school.

Friday, August 16
th
: All forms need to be signed and handed into

the office. It’s your responsibility to get those to your parents and

handed back into school.

Pre-School= 3 Year old’s=8:00-11:15 and 4 Year old’s=

12:15-3:25. Pre-School runs Mondays-Thursdays. No Pre-school

on Friday’s.

August 20
th
: School Picture Day (Don’t forget your forms, please.)

September 2
nd
and 3

rd
: No School

September 16-20: Homecoming week!



REMINDER:

Any JH/HS student participating in an EMF activity is required to
have a sports physical prior to the start of fall practice on

Monday, August 12th.

*Your student will not be able to participate in practice until the
physical and NSAA release forms have been received in the

school office.*

Forms are available in the office during normal business hours
or on the school website at:

https://friendbulldogs.socs.net/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/6290f2d926a90/NSAA%20Consent%20Form.pdf
https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/textfile/spmeds/PPE.pdf

https://friendbulldogs.socs.net/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/6290f2d926a90/NSAA%20Consent%20Form.pdf
https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/textfile/spmeds/PPE.pdf




7th-12th Grade Supply List

In General:
1. Pencils, Notebooks, Pens, Glue Sticks, Highlighters, and Binders

Specific needs if you have this teacher:
Mrs. Niemeier and Mrs. Klooz = MATH

1. Loose-leaf notebook paper
2. Binder 1.5" (1” will be too small)
3. Dividers for binder (4 is plenty)
4. Calculator: (Recommended) TI-34Multiview or TI-84 Plus for higher-level classes

Mrs. Kohtz = AG
1. All 9th-12th grade Ag. Students= 250 sheets- spiral notebook
2. One pair of earbuds/headphones- use for virtual simulators
3. Pair of scissors

Mr. Martin = HISTORY
1. 12th Graders= Binder for your election project, notebook, 2 pocket folder
2. 7th-11th Graders= a notebook, colored pencils, glue sticks, pair of scissors

Mrs. Wade = ENGLISH 7, ENGLISH 8, ENGLISH 9
1. 1 composition book that will stay in the classroomwith 100 sheets/200 pages--NO

spiral notebooks!
2. Scissors
3. Colored pencils
4. 4 glue sticks (may need to be replaced throughout the year)
5. 1 pair of earbuds/headphones

Miss Daudt = INSTRUMENT EXPLORATION, WORLDMUSIC DRUMMING, MIDDLE SCHOOLMUSIC
1. 1 composition book that will stay in your assignedmusic slot-no spiral notebooks
2. 1 pair earbuds/headphones

Mr. Pfeiffer= SCIENCE
1. Notebook,
2. Calculator for all classes (Recommended- TI-34 or a TI-84)

Mrs. Anderson= ENGLISH 10, 11, 12, Exploratory Literature, Journalism, Speech
1. 1 composition book – NO spiral notebook please
2. Loose-leaf notebook paper
3. One-inch binder
4. Seven Dividers for binder
5. Post-it notes (different colors) for annotating novels

Mrs. Ricenbaw= Study Skills
1. Folder
2. Highlighter
3. School Planner

Ms. Hottovy - Junior High Explore/Guidance
1. Folder or binder
2. 1 spiral notebook
3. Highlighter

Mrs. Stutzman - Spanish and Health
1. Notebook
2. Folder or binder



School District Member:

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM ON BACK EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE CHILDREN

Each year the school is required by State Law 79-578 to take a census of the school
district. The main purpose is to locate all children between the ages of birth to 21.

We ask your cooperation in filling out and returning the form on the next page. Please drop the
form off at the school office in Friend or mail to: Friend Public Schools, P.O. Box 67, Friend, NE
68359.

The information collected is confidential and will not be made available to the public. This
information is a necessary part of the formula to determine the amount of State Aid
received by the school district. It is also used to obtain a list of incoming kindergartners and to
project future enrollment. College students under the age of 21 should be listed if they live at home
during the summer.

If you are moving, please return the completed form with your moving date written on the form. If
you know who will be living in your present home, we would appreciate the information.

If you have any questions, please call the school office at 402-947-2781.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Derek Anderson
Superintendent

State of Nebraska School Law

79-578, CLASS I, II, III, IV, VI SCHOOL DISTRICT; OR I SECRETARY; SCHOOL CENSUS; DUTY TO
TAKE; TIME ALLOWED. The secretary of a Class I, II, III, IV, or VI school district shall take, or cause to
be taken by some person appointed for the purpose by a majority vote of the school board, the census of the
school district and then make, or cause to be made, a list in writing of the names of all the children belonging
to such district, from birth through twenty years of age, together with the names of all the taxpayers in the
district. A copy of this list, verified by oath of the person taking such census or by affidavit appended to or
endorsed on the list, setting forth that it is a correct list of the names of all children belonging in the district
from birth to twenty years of age and that it reflects such information as of June 30, shall be maintained as
provided in section 79-524 (Laws 1881;1889; 1931;1949; 1957; 1967; 1976; 1978; 1990; 1991; 1992; 1996;
1999)



























CONGRATS TO AMYWIESE

Legion Teacher of the Year!!

Friend Public School

501 South Main Street

P.O. Box 67

Friend, NE 68359

402.947.2781


